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regularly scheduled programming will not be seen so that we may bring you this special presentation from 
nbc news houston texas beyond the glitter a town struggling to come back from hard times at houston's 
astrodome tonight the start of the attempted political comeback of the president of the united states [Music] 
me from nbc news decision 92 the republican national convention here is tom brokaw good evening 
everyone and the handlers for president george bush who have organized this convention at the astrodome 
in houston texas have arranged this first night so that everyone will believe once the evening is over that the 
world is a safer saner place thanks largely to the policies of george bush and the republican party and now 
that he's arranged for world peace if you'll just give him a second term he'll arrange for a revived american 
economy that's what they like to have everyone believe they've also put together here a platform that is very 
conservative and the explanation is that it's worked in the last three presidential elections why shouldn't we 
try it again well in part because it is a changed world with changed expectations and changed anxieties out 
there the big question is will it persuade those male conservative democrats to come back to the fold for 
george bush and the republican party one more time a crucial question that we'll be exploring here tonight 
down in the hall now that is still the party of ronald reagan and we'll be hearing from ronald reagan later this 
evening 
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later this evening along with pat buchanan that's an attempt to stitch together the fractuous members of this 
republican party as they have argued and bickered along the way during the course of this long primary 
season here with me as well right now is nbc's john chancellor our commentator who has been in houston for 
more than a week watching the platform go together john i'm we're also watching in this vast arena six 
people who would like to be receiving the party's nomination four years from tonight it's a very interesting 
bunch and it's a lot of them there are six of them quail buchanan about from whom we'll be hearing soon jim 
baker the secretary of state for another few days secretary of defense cheney phil graham who will be 
speaking in this hall and jack kemp the overwhelming favorite of these delegates according to our poll jack 
kemp they all they wish he were on the ticket now they want him to run in the future and it's interesting as we 
look at the favorable ratings from the delegates of pat buchanan he is lowest in all of that only 60 percent say 
they think pat buchanan has a favorable rating of these delegates in the hall the highest is jim baker dick 
cheney at 93 even higher and jack kemp the hero of the day 95 approval rating they love him excuse me tom 
my my suggestion is if you're watching this i propose that all of these people wear day glow beanies so we 
can identify them more easily as they move around the floor well we'll know pat buchanan when we see him 
because he'll be at the podium and he'll be giving one of the pat buchanan red meat speeches of this 
convention and tomorrow night by the way jack kemp appears just before phil graham phil grammas to give 


the keynote speech and one of the real concerns of the organizers here is whether or not jack kemp will let 
go of the podium in time for phil graham to get up there and deliver his speech in prime time can i give you 
the favorables for the delegates 95 favorable on camp 78 on graham it'll be an interesting moment well we'll 
be back to talk about george bush of course and his prospect for reelection what he has in mind right after 
this 
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has in mind right after this [Music] we're back here at houston's astro dome houston of course is the official 
residence of george bush that he claims primarily for tax purposes although president and mrs bush do insist 
that they want to come to houston and build a home on a vacant lot that they own here although other county 
authorities have said that lot is just too small indeed for any normal-sized house the president will be in 
houston all week reclaiming his texas roots this is an important state for him come the fall he'll have to do 
well beyond texas of course and one of the reasons that he is here tonight is that he wants to stitch this party 
back together again well down on the podium right now is nbc's maria schreiber with someone who is very 
instrumental in managing her brother's campaign as he made a challenge from the right maria that's right 
tom thank you very much i'm here with bay buchanan who is very instrumental to her brother pat buchanan 
who's going to speak here in just a few minutes bae everybody is wondering what kind of speech he will give 
how would you characterize it is it going to be a rousing endorsement of george bush it's going to be a very 
powerful statement uh an endorsement of the president one that comes right from the heart uh i think it'll be 
extremely uh moving uh speech that he gives and and it really be rousing to all of these delegates he said 
some pretty tough things about george bush during the campaign how difficult has this conversion been for 
him personally not been difficult at all he said in the beginning he was going to endorse the president and a 
primary is the appropriate place to state your differences now we're beginning the general election and 
there's a great deal that we have in common with the president we're very excited to be up be on his team 
many people here feel he really damaged president bush during the primary season and that they wonder if 
he feels responsible for president bush's underdog status does he no not at all we don't feel we damaged 
them and all what we did is we gave them a six-month time to start looking at the problems of the people out 
there their concerns and let him know the changes he's gonna have to make 
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have to make he has said he's the mistake was that tax increase we allowed him to do that three or four 
months early and so we feel now he can put that entirely to behind him and we can energize those troops 
because they have been so excited to be with us those conservatives out there we're hoping to be able to 
energize them now for the president what role will he play in the fall what was the deal in order for him to get 
this position to speak and prime time television a very good deal what's he going to do let me uh just say 
there's no deal the president was extremely gracious called pat personally asked him to speak we have no 
quid pro quo here at all we told him we wanted to endorse him that we're going to endorse them we'd like to 
do it here they said we want you to do it here but we also indicated that we would be enthusiastic and willing 
to go out there for the next three months and really work for this president babe buchanan thanks so much 
she wants to run over to hear her brother speak thanks a lot back to you tom thank you very much uh maria 
schreiber with baby cannon we will be hearing from pat buchanan we've had a little peek at that speech and 
it is characteristic pat buchanan prose he spares no punches and he has turned his attention now from 
george bush to bill clinton so he'll help set the tone for this evening he'll be followed in short order by the 
gipper ronald reagan coming back to this convention hall to these people who really represent the reagan 
wing of the party as they have dominated these proceedings in the course of this week in putting together the 
platform and setting the agenda if you will for the republican party and for george bush keeping the pressure 
on him to make sure that he is true to the conservative cause and now let's go down to the floor and john 
cochran tom on one level this week the president will simply try to convince the nation that he's tanned 
rested and ready for a fight but on another level he'll try to answer a question he has not answered well all 
this year why does he want a second term i'm told he will virtually admit that he's been too passive in 


domestic affairs in his first term he'll say sure i spent a lot of time on foreign policy but that was critical at the 
time now it's time to turn to matters here at home and he'll promise to be a conservative activist for example 
in pushing programs would 
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for example in pushing programs would give people more of a voice and a choice in schools and health 
policy he'll also say he'll never get mouse trapped again by the democrats into going for higher taxes in fact 
he'll promise in his second term to work for lower taxes and to pay for those tax cuts by trying to curb 
government spending but above all tom he'll try to sell the idea that he's got a lot of energy and that he does 
really at last have a domestic vision tom all right thank you very much john cochran we want to go down 
down to the president's box where the family is uh assembling here this evening and just to show you the 
spirit of reconciliation in addition to mrs bush and that is her son george w bush just to her left there pat 
buchanan's family will be seated in that box along with the bush family and before too long in fact 
momentarily we expect the arrival in this hall of vice president dan quayle a very carefully orchestrated 
spontaneous appearance by the vice president he'll be going to the indiana delegation and then sitting in his 
box for the remarks by both pat buchanan and by president bush he is firmly on the ticket and he'll have 
something to say about that as well when he speaks to the convention we'll be back with more on the nbc 
coverage of the republican national convention right after this [Music] but we're back at the astrodome in 
1988 lloyd benson who with the democratic senator from the state and the vice presidential candidate on the 
michael dukakis ticket explained their loss in part by saying i just couldn't convince my fellow texans that 
dukakis was greek for bubba well part of the assignment that george bush has this week is that he is bubba 
as well he does have texas 
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is bubba as well he does have texas roots obviously but he's been gone from the state for a good long time 
even though he does have an official residence here in houston the whole question about whether george 
bush can put back together again uh what has been described as the reagan wing of the democratic party 
those white male conservatives who voted for him enthusiastically in 1980 and 1984 and then stuck around 
for george bush by all objective indexes that we have indices that we have they are now abandoning the re- 
election effort of george bush in considerable numbers so the question is what kind of a conservative party 
do we have here and down on the floor right now is that the spontaneous appearance that i described for you 
a little while ago for which we've had about 12 hours of advanced notification that's vice president dan quayle 
who is coming in here tonight vice president has a lot of fans in this convention hall because he represents a 
more conservative wing of the republican party in fact many people believe that dan quayle has a stronger 
sense of his own political philosophy than does george bush the president obviously would argue with that 
strenuously nbc's lisa myers is down in the floor of the convention as well and lisa let's talk a little bit about 
what is if not a split in the party certainly some strain between the conservative and the moderate sources 
well that's obviously what tonight is all about tom tom as you can see the vice president's about to come 
through here but that's what tonight is all about uh the senior bush advisor acknowledged to me today that 
tonight is a little bit of a risk excuse me but the vice president is coming through and he has very substantial 
security as well [Applause] 
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marilyn quayle just to his left she is a an important member of the dan quayle political team she is a bright 
woman of very strong views and has a very strong political philosophy of her own there was a little difference 
between the two of them when they were talking about the hypothetical case of one of their daughters 
coming pregnant wanting an abortion marilyn quayle said that that daughter would carry that baby to term flat 
statement dan quayle said that he would stand by her if she chose to have an abortion vice president 
according to newsweek magazine had to go to george bush twice to make sure that he was not expected to 
leave the ticket under his own power he raised the issue with the president twice and then went back to his 


staff and said i'm here to stay lisa can you still hear me i can hear you tom i can hear you tom i'm in the 
middle of the uh filed by where the vice president is coming but yes i can hear you tell us about the role of 
the vice president in the re-election campaign how he'll be used well he's going to be used to play primarily 
to uh conservative republican traditional republican areas rural areas he will be relegated to small media 
markets places where many traditional winnie vice presidents traditionally go but also this is purposely to 
down play dan quayle and to be certain that there are no embarrassing incidents tom yeah part of the 
problem that dan quill has obviously uh can be seen in all the polls and these are not polls that say who's 
going to win or who's going to lose them to fall but they are an indication a reading if you will of the public 
pulse republican and democrat his unfavorable rating it remains very high in the last goal that we took at nbc 
among the delegates 15 of the gop delegates favorite dumping quail and his unfavorable rating ran as high 
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and his unfavorable rating ran as high as 52 we also did a poll a general poll on who was more qualified to 
be president quail or al gore and gore won by an overwhelming margin there of 63 to 19 so he has difficulties 
uh the most recent los angeles times poll said if dan quayle's on the ticket are you more likely to vote 
republican only eight percent said yes are you less likely 30 percent said yes no different 61 in fairness to 
dan quayle many many people say dan quayle's not the problem the problem is at the top of the ticket 
because the president has not yet gotten his political act together for a second term and there at the podium 
right now is a man who gave the president a lot of grief in the spring and that's uh pat buchanan didn't win 
any primaries but he did pick up some delegates and he put the president on the defensive one new 
hampshire voters said to president bush i like pat buchanan on television and you and the white house what 
a terrific crowd this may even be larger than the crowd i had in elijah georgia don't laugh we carried ella j 
[Applause] listen my friends we may have taken the long way home but we finally got here to houston the 
first thing i want to do tonight is to congratulate president george bush and to remove any doubt about where 
we stand the primaries are over the heart is strong again and the buchanan brigades are enlisted all the way 
to a great republican comeback victory in november 
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my friends my friends like many of you like many of you last month i watched that giant masquerade ball up 
at madison square garden where 20 000 liberals and radicals came dressed up as moderates and centrists 
in the greatest single exhibition of cross-dressing in american political history you know one one by one one 
by one the prophets of doom appeared at the podium the reagan decade they moaned was a terrible time in 
america and they said the only way to prevent worse times is to turn our country's fate and our country's 
future over to the party that gave us mcgovern mondale carter and michael dukakis where do they find these 
leaders no way my friends the american people are not going to go back to the discredited liberalism of the 
1960s and the failed liberalism of the 1970s no matter how slick the package in 1992 
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hold it my friends you know the malcontents the malcontents of madison square garden notwithstanding the 
1980s were not terrible years in america they were great years you know it and i know it and everyone 
knows it except for the carping critics who sat on the sidelines of history jeering at one of the great statesmen 
of modern time ronald reagan you know out of remember that time out of jimmy carter's days of malaise 
ronald reagan crafted ronald reagan crafted the greatest peacetime economic recovery in history three 
million new businesses and twenty million new jobs under the reagan doctrine one by one it was the 
communist dominoes that began to fall first grenada was liberated by u.s airborne troops at the u.s marine 
corps then the mighty red army was driven out of afghanistan with american weapons and then in nicaragua 
that squalid marxist regime was forced to hold free elections by ronald reagan's contra army and the 
communists were thrown out of power 
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communists were thrown out of power fellow americans we ought to remember it was under our party that 
the berlin wall came down and europe was reunited it was under our party that the soviet empire collapsed 
and the captive nations broke free you know it is said that every american president will be remembered in 
history with but a single sentence george washington was the father of his country abraham lincoln freed the 
slaves and saved the union and ronald reagan won the cold war and it is time and it is just about time it is 
just about time that my old colleagues the columnists and commentators looking down on us tonight from 
their sky boxes and anchor booths gave ronald reagan the full credit he deserves for leading america to 
victory in the cold war the host of all my friends most of all ronald reagan made us proud to be americans 
again we never felt better about our country and we never stood taller in the eyes of the world and when the 
gipper was at the helm 
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but we are here tonight my friends not only to celebrate but to nominate and an american president has 
many roles he is our first diplomat the architect of american foreign policy and which of these two men is 
more qualified for that great role george bush has been un ambassador director of the cia envoy to china as 
vice president george bush co-authored and co-signed the policies that won the cold war as president 
george bush presided over the liberation of eastern europe and the termination of the warsaw pact and what 
about mr clinton well bill clinton bill clinton couldn't find 150 words to discuss foreign policy and an 
acceptance speech that lasted almost an hour you know as was said as was said of another democratic 
candidate bill clinton's foreign policy experience is pretty much confined to having had breakfast once at the 
international house of pancakes you know let's recall what happened let us look at the record and recall what 
happened under president george bush more human beings escaped from the prison house of tyranny 
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prison house of tyranny to freedom than in any other four year period in history and for any man let me tell 
you for any man to call this the record of failure is the cheap political rhetoric of politicians who only know 
how to build themselves up by tearing america down and we don't want that kind of leadership in the united 
states [Applause] the presidency my friends [Applause] the presidency is also an office that theodore 
roosevelt called america's bully pulpit harry truman said it was preeminently a place of moral leadership 
george bush is a defender of right to life and a champion of the judeo-christian values and beliefs upon which 
america was founded mr clinton mr clinton however has a different agenda at its top is unrestricted 
unrestricted abortion on demand when the irish catholic governor of pennsylvania robert casey asked to say 
a few words on behalf of the 25 million unborn children destroyed since roe v wade bob casey was told there 
was no 
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bob casey was told there was no room for him at the podium at bill clinton's convention and no room at the 
end yet yet a militant leader of the homosexual rights movement could rise at that same convention and say 
bill clinton and al gore represent the most pro-lesbian and pro-gay ticket in history and so they do bill clinton 
says he supports school choice but only for state-run schools parents who send their children to christian 
schools or private schools or jewish schools or catholic schools need not apply elect me and you get two for 
the price of one mr clinton says of his lawyer's spouse and what does hillary believe well hillary believes that 
12 year olds should have the right to sue their [Applause] parents and hillary has compared marriage and the 
family as institutions to slavery and life on an indian reservation well speak for yourself hillary 
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this this my friends this is radical feminism the agenda that clinton and clinton would impose on america 
abortion on demand a litmus test for the supreme court homosexual rights discrimination against religious 
schools women in combat units that's change all right but that's not the kind of change america needs it's not 
the kind of change america wants and it's not the kind of change we can abide in a nation we still call god's 


country president the president of the united states is also the president of the united states is also america's 
commander-in-chief the man we authorize to send fathers and sons and brothers and friends into battle 
george bush was 17 years old when they bombed pearl harbor he left his high school graduation he walked 
down to the recruiting office and he signed up to become the youngest fighter pilot in the pacific war mr 
clinton and bill clinton i'll tell you where he was i'll tell you where he was 
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i'll tell you where he was let me tell you where he was i'll tell you i'll tell you where he was [Applause] when 
bill clinton's time came in vietnam he set up at a dormitory room in oxford england and figured out how to 
dodge the draft [Applause] let me ask the question to this convention which of these two men has won the 
moral authority to send young americans into battle i suggest respectfully i suggest respectfully it is the 
american patriot and war hero navy lieutenant jg george herbert walker bush [Applause] my fellow americans 
my fellow americans this campaign is about philosophy and it is about character and george bush wins 
hands down on both counts and it is time all of us came home and stood beside him as his running mate mr 
clinton chose 
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as his running mate mr clinton chose albert gore but just how moderate is prince albert according to the 
national taxpayers union al gore beat out teddy kennedy two straight years for the title of biggest spender in 
the u.s senate and teddy kennedy isn't moderate about anything i'm not kidding i'm not kidding about teddy 
how many other 60 year olds do you know who still go to florida for spring break no you know up with that 
great at that great big costume party they held up in new york mr gore made a startling declaration 
henceforth albert gore said the central organizing principle of governments everywhere must be the 
environment wrong albert the central organizing principle of this republic is freedom [Applause] information 
and from the ancient forests from the ancient forests of oregon and washington to the inland empire of 
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and washington to the inland empire of california america's great middle class has got to start standing up to 
these environmental extremists who put birds and rats and insects ahead of families workers and jobs one 
year ago we're doing it you know one year ago my friends one year ago i could not have dreamt i would be 
here tonight i was just one of many panelists on what president bush calls those crazy sunday talk shows but 
i disagreed with the president and so we challenged the president in the republican primaries and we fought 
as best we could from february to june president bush won 33 of those primaries i can't recall exactly how 
many we won i'll get you the figure tomorrow but tonight i do want to speak from the heart to the three million 
people who voted for pat buchanan for president i will never i will never forget you or the honor you have 
done me but i do believe i do believe deep in my heart that the right place for us to be now in this presidential 
campaign is right beside george bush 
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this party this party is my home this party is our home and we've got to come home to it and don't let anyone 
tell you different yes we disagreed with president bush but we stand with him for the freedom to choose 
religious schools and we stand with him against the amoral idea that gay and lesbian couples should have 
the same standing in law as married men and women we stand with president bush we stand with president 
bush for right to life and for voluntary prayer in the public [Applause] schools and we stand against putting 
our wives and daughters and sisters into combat units of the united states army and we stand my pr my 
friends we also stand with president bush in favor of the right of small towns and communities to control the 
raw sewage of pornography that so terribly pollutes our popular culture we stand with president bush in favor 
of federal judges who interpret the law as written and against would-be supreme court justices like mario 


cuomo who think they have a mandate to rewrite the constitution [Applause] friends this election is about 
more than who gets what it is about who we are it is about what we believe and what we stand for as 
americans 
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and what we stand for as americans there is a religious war going on in this country it is a cultural war as 
critical to the kind of nation we shall be as the cold war itself for this war is for the soul of america and in that 
struggle for the soul of america clinton and clinton are on the other side and george bush is on our side and 
so to the buchanan brigades out there we have to come home and stand beside george bush in these six 
months of campaigning from concord new hampshire to california i came to know our country better than i 
have known it ever before in my life and i gathered up memories that are going to be with me the rest of my 
days it was that day long ride to the great state of georgia in a bus vice president bush itself had used in 
1988 called asphalt 1. the ride ended in a 9 pm speech in a tiny town in southern georgia called fitzgerald 
there were those workers [Music] at the james river paper mill in northern new hampshire in a town called 
groveton tough hearty men none of them would say a word to me as i came down the line shaking their 
hands one by one they were under threat of losing their jobs at christmas as i moved down the line one 
tough fella about my age just looked up and said to me 
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me save our jobs then there was the legal secretary that i met at the manchester airport on christmas day 
who came running up to me and said mr buchanan i'm going to vote for you and then she broke down 
weeping and she said i've lost my job i don't have any money and they're going to take away my little girl 
what am i going to do my friends these people are our people they don't read adam smith or edmund burke 
but they come from the same schoolyards in the same playgrounds and towns as we came from they share 
our beliefs and our convictions our hopes and our dreams these are the conservatives of the heart they are 
our people and we need to reconnect with them we need to let them know we know how bad they're hurting 
they don't expect miracles of us but they need to know we care they were the people they were the people 
my friends [Music] they were the people of hay fork a tiny town up in california's trinity alps a town that is now 
under a sentence of death because a federal judge has set aside 9 million acres for the habitat of the spotted 
owl forgetting about the habitat of the men and women who live and work in hay fork and there were the 
brave people and there were the brave people of korea town who took the worst of those la riots but still live 
the family values we treasure and who still 
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family values we treasure and who still deeply believe in the american dream friends and he's wonderful in 
these wonderful 25 weeks of our campaign the saddest days were the days of that riot in l.a worst riot in 
american history but out of that awful tragedy can come a message of hope hours after that riot ended i went 
down to the army compound in south los angeles where i met the troopers of the 18th cavalry who had come 
to save the city of los angeles an officer of the 18th cav said mr buchanan i want you to talk to a couple of 
our troopers and i went over and i met these young fellas they couldn't have been 20 years old and they 
recounted their story they had come in to los angeles late in the evening of the second day and the rioting 
was still going on and two of them walked up a dark street where the mob had burned and looted every 
single building on the block but one a convalescent home for the agent and the mob was headed in to 
ransack and loot the apartments of the terrified old men and women inside the troopers came up the street 
m16s at the ready and the mob threatened and cursed but the mob retreated because it had met the one 
thing that could stop it force rooted in justice and backed by moral courage you know [Applause] greater 
greater love than this greater love than this hath no man than that he lay down 
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hath no man than that he lay down his life for his friend here were 19 year old boys ready to lay down their 
lives to stop a mob from molesting old people they did not even know and as those boys took back the 
streets of los angeles block by block my friends we must take back our cities and take back our culture and 
take back our country god bless you and god bless america vintage pat buchanan owned his speechwriting 
skills working for richard nixon after he came out of a newspaper in st louis originally raised in the 
washington dc area a very feisty and very conservative irish catholic family tonight preparing for his run again 
in 1996. baby ken and his sister already saying but we've got the platform that we want for four years from 
now slightly different tone uh for pat buchanan tonight we're talking about george bush in march of this year 
in baton rouge he said mr bush is in danger of becoming the jimmy part of the republican party and he ought 
to think about stepping down this from pat buchanan was essentially a conservative manifesto hitting all the 
hot buttons of homosexuals and environmentalists and feminists these are complicated issues these days 
bob mossbacker who is the general chairman of the president's re-election campaign for example has one 
daughter who is a gay activist in california she has a physician out there by the name of kathy she's 43 years 
old and they appear jointly at the clermont colleges and kathy opened her speech by saying at breakfast with 
my father this morning and we looked at each other's speeches he would have given my speech but he's not 
a lesbian and i would have given his but i am not a republican they also have another daughter who is 
leading within the republican party a campaign for choice on abortion uh 
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a campaign for choice on abortion uh john cochran on the floor of john chancellor uh pat buchanan does this 
help president bush tonight do you think to have that kind of language and that kind of drawing of the line if 
you will well i thought it was an excellent speech it was an amazing speech given in a hall of this size i went 
up on the roof of our booth while he was talking to see how well it could be heard because he rhetorically he 
was loud and then he was very soft and yes they were all listening intently up in the upper reaches of this 
vast auditorium but what what about beyond this hall does it help the president i think it does i think it shows 
the party coming together i think you're going to get that from reagan tonight i think you're going to get a 
more unified party and that's why i think they've taken a little bit of the chance with mr reagan but because 
there's some bad blood between the two camps reagan and bush but i think that uh pat really helped them 
they're off to a pretty good start i think here tonight if george bush comes from a cold martini and daiquiri kind 
of background pat buchanan has a shot in a glass of beer and a working class he is but he's a very good 
orator for a fellow who says he used to be just a an ordinary journalist anna talks one of those crazy talks 
one of those crazy personality george bush [Music] we're back at the astrodome in houston texas the site of 
the 1992 republican convention they've just had a stem winding speech here by pat buchanan playing to a 
lot of the old conservative issues pat buchanan is trying to as he has described it to me at least he's trying to 
have a rebirth if you will of the goldwater generation as he 
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of the goldwater generation as he prepares to run for president himself again in 1996 and we are awaiting 
the arrival here of the gipper ronald reagan this still very much his party of course especially among these 
delegates he's now 81 years old but he's coming here tonight to talk about foreign policy triumphs and why 
george bush ought to be reelected on the floor of the convention right now with one of the more colorful and 
outspoken senators in the republican party the great state of wyoming that's alan simpson he's there with 
nbc's andrea mitchell andrew andrea tom as you know there are many moderates who feel very left out in 
this convention especially with the kind of speech that we just heard from pat buchanan that was surely a red 
meat speech what was your reaction andrea there aren't a lot of moderates who feel left out here this is a 
time of healing i thought it was a good speech it's time we had speeches like that pat buchanan has not been 
exercised from our party in some way go talk to casey up in pennsylvania and ask him with his pro-choice 
position why he couldn't even speak before the democrat national convention that's the best thing to go ask 
somebody ask him about healing up there well you happen to also be pro-choice i sure am and i was talking 
to one of your fellow senators a moderate senator earlier tonight and he said that the republicans have 
managed to come up with a plan an abortion plank on this platform which has actually no exclusions for rape 


or incest it's a plank that barry goldwater ronald reagan president nixon president ford george bush can all 
disagree with well it's the same plank we had in 1988 we didn't get destroyed then so what's all the hype and 
who were all about it it's the same one and we haven't changed a shred of it so i'm perfectly willing to have it 
in there i've been in politics for 25 years never paid much attention to a platform that's the way i do my work 
we need george bush more than this country under clinton and gore this guy is a guy who 10 of the last 12 
years governed a state and drove it into the ground it's 40th or less and every other category of human 
endeavor that's the questions we're going to ask in the next few days 
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we're going to ask in the next few days 79 of them thank you very much senator allen simpson back to you 
tom senator alan simpson of wyoming breaking himself up there at the end and that is the theme that you'll 
be hearing from these republicans we'll be back with more from the astrodome right after this i can't tell you 
how proud it is what a proud moment it is thank you the living icon of this republican party thank you ronald 
wilson reagan vice governor of california vice president of the united states a man who suffered from cancer 
he has also been shot he's 81 years old and look at him thank you thank you thank you thank you thank you 
very much [Applause] thank you thank you [Applause] thank you paul for that kind introduction 
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and mr chairman delegates friends fellow americans thank you so very much for that welcome you've you've 
given nancy and me so many wonderful memories so much of your warmth and affection we cannot thank 
you enough for the honor of your friendship over the years i've addressed this convention as a private citizen 
as a governor as a presidential candidate as a president and now once again tonight as private citizen ronald 
reagan [Applause] tonight is a very special night for me of course at my age every night's a special night 
after all after all i was born in 1911. indeed according to the experts i have exceeded my life expectancy by 
quite a few years [Applause] now this this is a source of great annoyance to some especially those in the 
democratic party what but here's the remarkable thing about being born in 1911. in my life's journey over 
these past eight decades i have seen the human race through a period of unparalleled tumult and triumph i 
have seen the birth of communism 
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have seen the birth of communism and the death of communism hi i have witnessed i have witnessed a 
bloody futility of two world wars and korea vietnam and the persian gulf i have seen germany united divided 
and united again i have seen television grow from a parlor novelty to become the most powerful vehicle of 
communication in history as a boy i saw streets filled with model t's as a man i have met men who walked on 
the moon i have not only seen but lived the marvels of what historians have called the american century yet 
tonight is not a time to look backward for while i take inspiration from the past like most americans i live for 
the future so so this evening for just a few minutes i hope you will let me talk about a country that is forever 
young there was a time when empires were defined by land mass subjugated peoples and military might but 
the united states is unique because we are an empire of ideals 
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for for 200 years we have been set apart by our faith in the ideals of democracy of free men and free markets 
and of the extraordinary possibilities that lie within seemingly ordinary men and women we believe that no 
power of government is as formidable a force for good as the creativity and entrepreneurial drive of the 
american people those are the ideals that invented revolutionary technologies and a culture envied by people 
everywhere this powerful sense of energy has made american synonymous for opportunity the world over 
and after generations of struggle america is the moral force that defeated communism [Applause] and and all 
those who would put the human soul itself into bondage within a few short years we americans have 


experienced the most sweeping changes of this century the fall of the soviet union and the rise of the global 
economy no no transition is without its problems but as uncomfortable as it may feel at the moment the 
changes of the 1990s will leave america more dynamic and less in danger than at any time in my life 
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thank you all right a fellow a fellow a fellow named james allen once wrote in his diary many thinking people 
believe america has seen its best days he wrote that july 26 1775. there are still those who believe america 
is weakening that our glory was the brief flash of time called the 20th century that ours was a burst of 
greatness too bright and brilliant to sustain that america's purpose is past my friends i utterly reject those 
views that's that's that's not the america we know we were meant to be masters of destiny not victims of fate 
who among us would trade america's future for that of any other country in the world and who could possibly 
have so little faith in our american people that they would trade our tomorrow for our yesterday i'll give you a 
hint they put on quite a production in new york a few weeks ago you you you might even call it slick 
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a stone's a stone's throw from broadway it was and how appropriate over and over they told us they are not 
the party they were they kept telling us with straight face that they're for family values they're for a strong 
america therefore less intrusive government and they call me an actor hmm to hear them to hear them talk 
you'd never know that the nightmare of nuclear annihilation has been lifted from our sleep you'd never know 
that our standard of living remains the highest in the world you you'd never know that our air is cleaner than it 
was 20 years ago you'd you'd never know that we remain the one nation the rest of the world looks to for 
leadership [Applause] all right it always or wasn't always this way we mustn't forget even if they would like to 
the very 
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even if they would like to the very different america that existed just 12 years ago an america with 21 interest 
rates and back-to-back years of double-digit inflation and america and america where mortgage payments 
doubled paychecks plunged and motorists sat in gas lines and america whose leaders told us it was our own 
fault that ours was a future of scarcity and sacrifice and that what we really needed was another good dose 
of government control and higher taxes it wasn't it wasn't so long ago that the world was a far more 
dangerous place as well it was a world where aggressive soviet communism was on the rise and america's 
strength was in decline it was a world where our children came of age under the threat of nuclear holocaust it 
was a world where our leaders told us that standing up to aggressors was dangerous that america might and 
determination were somehow obstacles to peace but we stood tall and proclaimed that communism was 
destined for the ash heap of history [Applause] we we never heard so much ridicule from our liberal friends 
the only thing that got them more upset was two simple words evil empire but but we knew then 
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but but we knew then what the liberal democrat leaders just couldn't figure out the sky would not fall if 
america restored her strength and resolve the sky would not fall if an american president spoke the truth the 
only thing that would fall was the berlin wall [Applause] oh [Applause] thank you hi i heard those speakers at 
that other convention saying we won the cold war and i couldn't help wondering just who exactly do they 
mean by we [Applause] and all right and to top it off to top it off they even tried to portray themselves as 
sharing the same fundamental values of our party but but they truly don't understand the principles so 
eloquently stated by abraham lincoln quote you cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong you 
cannot you you cannot help you cannot help the wage earner by pulling down the wage payer you cannot 
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the wage payer you cannot you cannot help the poor by destroying the rich you you cannot help men 
permanently by doing for them what they could and should do for themselves [Applause] if we if we ever if 
we ever hear the democrats quoting that passage by lincoln and acting like they mean it then my friends we 
will know that the opposition has really changed until then when we see all that rhetorical smoke billowing out 
from the democrats well ladies and gentlemen i'd follow the example of their nominee don't inhale [Applause] 
yes all right all right but listen to me this fellow they've nominated claims he's the new thomas jefferson well 
let me tell you something i knew thomas jefferson he 
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he was a friend of mine and governor you're no thomas jefferson [Applause] now now now all right all right 
but now let's not dismiss our current troubles but where they see only problems i see possibilities as vast and 
diverse as the american family itself even as we meet the rest of the world is astounded by the pundits and 
finger pointers who are so down on us as a nation well i've said it before and i'll say it again america's best 
days are yet to come our our our proudest moments are yet to be our most glorious achievements are just 
ahead america remains what emerson called her 150 years ago 
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emerson called her 150 years ago the country of tomorrow what a wonderful description and how true and 
yet tomorrow might never have happened had we lacked the courage in the 1980s to chart a course of 
strength and honor [Applause] all right [Applause] oh all the more reason all the more reason no one should 
underestimate the importance of this campaign and what the outcome will mean the stakes are high the 
presidency is serious business we cannot afford to take a chance we need a man of serious purpose 
unmatched experience knowledge and ability a man who understands government who understands our 
country and who understands the world a man who has been at the table with gorbachev and yeltsin a man 
whose performance as commander-in-chief of the bravest and most effective fighting force in history left the 
world in all and the people of kuwait free of foreign [Applause] tyranny yes yes yes four years more years a 
man who has devoted more than half his life to serving his country a man of decency integrity and honor and 
tonight 
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integrity and honor and tonight i come to tell you that i warmly genuinely wholeheartedly support the re- 
election of george bush as president of the united states hmm [Applause] all right okay all right we know 
president bush by his own admission he is a quiet man and not a showman he is a trustworthy and level- 
headed leader who is respected around the world his is a steady hand on the tiller through the choppy 
waters of the 90s which is exactly what we need we need george bush yes yes yes yes we need bush we 
also need another real fighter a man who happens to be with us this evening someone someone who has 
repeatedly stood up for his deepest convictions we need our vice president dan quayle [Applause] 
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now now it's it's true a lot of liberal democrats are saying it's time for a change and they're right the only 
trouble is they're pointing to the wrong end of pennsylvania avenue what [Applause] what but what we 
should change is a democratic congress that wastes precious time on partisan matters of absolutely no 
relevance to the needs of the average american [Applause] so to all the entrenched interests along the 
potomac the gavel wielding chairman the bloated staffs the taxers and takers and congressional rulemakers 
we have a simple slogan for november 1992 clean house oh yes yes for you see for you see my fellow 
republicans we are the change for 50 of the last 60 years the democrats have controlled the senate and 
they've had the house of representatives for 56 
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representatives for 56 of the last 60 years it is time to clean house to clean out the privileges and perks clean 
out the arrogance and the big egos clean out the scandals the corner cutting and the foot dragging what 
what kind of job do you think they've done during all those years they've been running the congress you're 
absolutely right you know i used to say to some of those democrats who chair every committee in the house 
you need to balance the government's checkbook the same way you balance your own then then i learned 
how they ran the house bank [Applause] and and i realized that was exactly what that had they had been 
doing now now now just now just change what they would do if they controlled the executive branch too this 
is the 21st 21st presidential election in my lifetime the 16th in which i will cast a ballot each of those elections 
had its shifting moods of the moment his headlines of one day that were forgotten the next there have been a 
few more twists and turns this year than in others a little more shouting about who was up or down in or out 
as we went about selecting our candidates but now we have arrived as we always do at the moment of truth 
the serious business of selecting a president 
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business of selecting a president now is the time for choosing as it did 12 years ago and as we have seen 
many times in history our country now stands at a crossroads there is widespread doubt about our public 
institutions and profound concern not merely about the economy but about the overall direction of this great 
country and as they did then the american people are clamoring for change and sweeping reform the 
question we had to ask 12 years ago is the question we ask today what kind of change can we republicans 
offer the american people some might believe that the things we've talked about tonight are irrelevant to the 
choice these new isolationists claim that the american people don't care about how or why we prevailed in 
the great defining struggle of our age the victory of liberty over our adversaries they insist that our triumph is 
yesterday's news part of a past that holds no lessons for the future well nothing could be more tragic after 
having come all this way on the journey of renewal we began 12 years ago then if america herself forgot the 
lessons of individual liberty that she has taught to a grateful world emerson was right we are the country of 
tomorrow our revolution did not end at yorktown more than two centuries later america remains on a voyage 
of discovery a land that has never become but is always in the act of becoming but just as we have led the 
crusade for democracy beyond our shores 
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shores we have a great task to do together in our own home now i would appeal to you to invigorate 
democracy in your own neighborhoods whether we come from poverty or wealth whether we are afro- 
american or irish-american christian or jewish from big cities or small towns we are all equal in the eyes of 
god but as americans as americans that's not enough we must be equal in the eyes of each other we we we 
can no longer judge each other on the basis of what we are but must instead start finding out who we are an 
american and america our origins matter less than our destinations and that's what democracy is all about a 
decade a death decade after we summoned america to a new beginning we are beginning still every day 
brings fresh challenges and opportunities to match with each sunrise we are reminded that millions of our 
citizens have yet to share in the abundance of american prosperity many languish and neighborhoods 
riddled with drugs and bereft of hope still others hesitate to venture out on the streets for fear of criminal 
violence let us pledge ourselves to a new beginning for them let us apply our ingenuity and remarkable spirit 
to revolutionize education in america so 
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to revolutionize education in america so that everyone among us will have the mental tools to build a better 
life and while we do so let's remember that the most profound education begins in the home and let us and 
let us harness the competitive energy that built america into rebuilding our inner cities so that real jobs can 
be created for those who live there and real hope can rise out of despair let us strengthen our health care 
system so that americans of all ages can be secure in their futures without the fear of financial ruin and my 
friends once and for all let us get control of the federal deficit through a balanced budget amendment 


[Applause] yes yes yes yes a budget amendment and a line item vehicle for the president and let us all 
renew our commitment renew our pledge to day by day person by person make our country and the world a 
better place to live then then when the nations of the world turn to us and say america you are the model of 
freedom and prosperity we can turn to them and say 
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we can turn to them and say you ain't seen nothing yet for me [Applause] for me tonight is the latest chapter 
in a story that began a quarter of a century ago when the people of california entrusted me with the 
stewardship of their dreams my fellow citizens those of you here at this hall and those of you at home i want 
you to know that i have always had the highest respect for you for your common sense and intelligence and 
for your decency i have always believed in you and in what you could accomplish for yourselves and for 
others and whatever else history may say about me when i'm gone i hope it will record that i appealed to 
your best hopes not your worst fears to your confidence rather than your doubts my dream is that you will 
travel the road ahead with liberty's lamp guiding your steps and opportunities arm steadying your way my 
fondest hope for each one of you and especially for the young people here [Applause] yes all right yes yes 
and 
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yes and what this is my hope is that you will love your country not for her power or wealth but for her 
selflessness and idealism may each of you have the heart to conceive the understanding to direct and the 
hand to execute works that will make the world a little better for your having been here may all of you as 
americans never forget your heroic origins never fail to seek divine guidance and never lose your natural 
god-given optimism and finally my fellow americans may every dawn be a great new beginning for america 
and every evening bring us closer to that shining city upon a hill before i go i would like to ask the person 
who has made my life's journey so meaningful someone i have been so very proud of over the years to join 
me [Applause] nancy my fellow americans my fellow americans on behalf of both of us goodbye and god 
bless each and every one of you and god bless this country we love formidable team in american politics 
ronald and nancy reagan coming back for a triumphant republican national convention the 81 year old former 
president delivering a speech of power and elegance and humor and political 
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elegance and humor and political criticism and ending with a call to a higher order he is of course the political 
godfather not just these delegates but george herbert walker bush who is the vice whatever else you think 
about ronald reagan and the eight years that he served and the consequences of all of that he still was a 
man who can go to a political hall and deliver a speech with more and more effect than almost anyone else 
in american politics now or in the gave past the high protein fix the carbohydrate load right and then after that 
we all went to grandfather's house for sunday roast and where he i'm told misquoted lincoln but grandfathers 
tend to do that and but it was i just thought for an opening evening for a political convention very well done 
it's the themes that they wanted to both at the podium and on the floor talking about the foreign policy 
triumphs especially the defeat of communism the safer senior world and then on the floor of their operatives 
and the surrogates for george bush senators and delegates and so on highly critical of not just what 
happened at madison square garden but at the administration of bill clinton nbc's tim rushford is down there 
on the floor somewhere tim hi tom uh you know the bush people had some reservations about ronald reagan 
speaking he has very high negatives and they were concerned that they would remind people the 
continuation of 12 years of reagan bush rule but they realized also they needed help to shore up their 
conservative base and as one bush operator said to me when reagan gets a microphone and a teleprompter 
he reminds america of the ronald reagan they used to look and by the sound of this product like he was 
pretty successful they were worried about the length of the speech it did go on a bit but nonetheless he 
commanded this audience and he certainly did my 
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this audience and he certainly did my guess is remind people of why he was so successful when he ran as i 
said earlier twice for governor of california twice for president of the united states well tom they also wanted 
to change the emphasis of this campaign get it off the notion of the economy to get it off unemployment and 
get it back to a cultural ideological philosophical struggle no one better to define those kinds of terms than 
ronald reagan the question is it will not be until thursday night but can george bush match the power and the 
elegance the very symbolism that ronald reagan always brings to a political platform well that we'll have to 
wait and see they're dropping balloons for ronald reagan they've got a lot more to go before the end of this 
week uh they're going to release 201 000 all together treb heining is a young balloon entrepreneur from 
california and he has been organizing these events here and around the world well john chancellor the 
republicans have beaten the democrats for the 900th straight time yeah that may be true there was some 
talk that this could be a disputatious gathering but they're off to a unified beginning here tonight they've 
managed to dampen any speculation that they may have some kind of a family squabble that would break 
out into the open they all seem to know what their mission is i think the fighting goes on in the outside halls 
not in this arena we want to remind everyone that of course we'll be back tomorrow night with our pbs joint 
coverage and then nbc will have us independent coverage once again i also want to tell you that jaylen o 
tonight because the way we're running over will be on tape but he'll be back live tomorrow night so i'll see 
you tomorrow here on nbc on behalf of all of us good evening for now you 
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